NARCOTIC DRUGS

Exchange of notes at London December 23, 1927, and. January 4
and 11,1928
Entered into force January 11,1928

Department of State files

The Amencan Embassy to the British Foreign Oﬁice
LonpoN, December 23, 1 927

My DearR MOUNSEY:

A copy of your letter No. F 7647/ 7433 /87 of September 26, 1927, with
a covering letter from me, a copy of which is enclosed, was forwarded to
Colonel Arthur Woods at Geneva, and I understand he discussed there
with Sir Malcolm Delevingne the proposal for the exchange of information
in connection with the illicit traffic in drugs.

I am today in receipt of a telegraphic instruction from my Government,
quoted hereunder for your information:

- “December 22, 1927.

“In view of the willingness of His Majesty’s Government to arrange for
the direct exchange of information between the officers charged with the
control of the traffic in narcotic drugs in the United States and Great Britain
respectively as evidenced by the reports of the Embassy and of Colonel Woods
concerning the attitude of the appropriate officials of His Majesty’s Govern-
ment it seems unnecessary to send additional officials of the Treasury
Department to London to complete arrangements. You are instructed to
arrange with His Majesty’s Government, on the basis of Colonel Woods’
conversations, for: :

“(1) The direct exchange between the Treasury Department and the
corresponding office in the foreign country of information and evidence with
reference to persons engaged in the illicit traffic. This would include such
information as photographs, criminal records, finger prints, Bertillion
measurements, description of the methods which the persons in question
have been found to use, the place from which they have operated, the
partners they have worked with, etc.
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“(2) The immediate direct forwarding of information by letter or cable
as to the suspected movements of narcotic drugs or of those involved in smug-
gling drugs if such movements might concern the other country; unless such
information as this reaches its destination directly and speedily it is useless.

“(3) Mutual co-operation in detective and in investigating work. The
officer of the Treasury Department who would have charge on behalf of
this Government of the co-operation in the suppression of the illicit traffic
in narcotics is Colonel L. G. Nutt, whose mail and telegraph address is
Deputy Commissioner in Charge of Narcotics, Treasury Department,
Washington, D. C.

“In case the proposed arrangement meets with the approval of His
Majesty’s Government, please report by telegram giving the name of the
official with whom Colonel Nutt should communicate.”

You will note that they have deemed it unnecessary to send officials of
the Treasury Department to London to complete the arrangements, the
matter being left in my hands to settle. I shall come to see you about this
some time after the holidays of next week, though possibly you may have
decided to put me in direct conversation with the narcotic authorities to
work out the details.

With the Season’s greetings,

Yours sincerely,
Ray ATHERTON
G. A. Mounsey, Esq., O.B.E,,
etc., etc., elc.,
Foreign Office, S.W.

The American Embassy to the British Foreign Office

LonpoN, January 4, 1928
Drar SR MaLrcorMm:

In accordance with our conversation of this afternoon I am forwarding
you the text of my cable to Washington. I trust it coincides with your views,
but do not hesitate to make any criticism or suggestion.

I shall forward you in a few days a copy of my letter to Washington on
this same subject for your information.

Yours sincerely,
Ray ATHERTON
Sir MarcoLmM DeLevingNe, K.C.B.,
ele., etc., elc.,
Home Office,
Whitehall, SW. 1

Enclosure:
Copy of cable to Washington,
dated January 4, 6 p.m. (1928).
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» [ENCLOSURE]

January 4, 6 p.m. (1928).

In conversation today following provisional methods of communication
were arranged. Apart from direct open mail service between Treasury
Department and Home Office strictly confidential letters may be forwarded
by Colonel Nutt to Department, then by pouch to this Embassy, for trans-
mission to Home Office, and, in turn, strictly confidential letters from Home
Office will be transmitted to Foreign Office, thence by pouch to British
Embassy, Washington, for direct delivery to Colonel Nutt. All mail matter
for London to be addressed Sir Malcolm Delevingne, Home Office, London.
All mail matter for Washington will be addressed Colonel Nutt, Treasury
. Department, Washington.

Apart from ordinary open cables between Treasury Department and
Home Office very confidential cable messages may be transmitted in non-
secret U. S. Government code from Colonel Nutt through State Department
to this Embassy for delivery to Home Office. Home Office, in turn, will
forward strictly confidential cables in non-secret British Government code
through Foreign Office to British Embassy, Washington, for direct delivery
to Colonel Nutt. Cable address here Delevingne, Home Office, London.
Telegrams from Home Office will be addressed Colonel Nutt, Treasury
Department, Washington. Your approval by telegraph is requested.

Letter with full particulars by next pouch.

ATHERTON

The British Home Office to the American Embassy

Home OFrFicE,
WarreHaLL, S. W. 1.
$.0. 17 11th January, 1928

Dear MR. ATHERTON,

Many thanks for your note of the 4th enclosing the text of your cable to
Washington. I have no criticisms or suggestions to make with regard to it.
Pray excuse the few days’ delay in replying. I thought it right to let the
Foreign Office know the terms of the arrangement we have come to. They
concur.

Yours sincerely, '
MarLcoLm DELEVINGNE

R. AtHERrTON, Esq. -
308-581—74——31



